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COMMONS TOUCH

The war to secure
our borqlers 1S far
from being over

CHARLIE
' ELPHICKE

MP for Dover
and Deal

AST week more
migrants arrived at
Dover in a small craft.

The seven men . all
believed to be Iranian . were
rescued after being spotted
shivering in a dinghy off the
coast.

This was yet another sign of
the extreme lengths people
will go to break into Britain.
Crossing the English Channel
in a small boat as winter sets
in is about as dangerous as it
gets.

Earlier this month a man
tried to do the same in a
kayak. Amazingly he is
thought to have made it all the
way from Calais without any
help.

He survived, as did the
seven men in the dinghy last
week. But how many are not
so lucky? It just goes to show
the sheer desperation of so
many people to reach our
shores.

Thatis why | met with
Immigration Minister Robert
Goodwill last week,
demanding a strong police
presence is kept up in Calais.
Of course, dismantling the
Jungle camp was a huge step
in restoring order at the
border.

The number of attacks on
Dover-bound tourists and
truckers at Calais has
plummeted . as has the
number of migrants smuggled

ODAY the church
remembers a
remarkable man
whose life bore fruit

in an astonishing way.

Charles de Foucauld, born
in 1858, lived a dissipated life
as a young cavalry officer, but
then returned to the Roman
Catholic faith of his infancy
and in 1890 became a monk.
Desiring an even more austere
life, he became a servant to an
order of nuns, before being
ordained priest in 1901.

He went to live as a hermit
in Algeria, where his care and
concern for the local people
made him accepted and loved;
but he neither sought nor
obtained converts.

HAMMER BLOW: The Jungle in Calais was dismantled earlier this year

across the Channel through
our port. For the people of
Calais, their town is at long
last returning to normal.

Dismantling the Jungle was
a hammer blow in our war
against the people traffickers
and their evil trade of modern
slavery.

Closing the camp means the
hundreds of children and
vulnerable people will now
spend Christmas in a safer
home, far from the traffickers,
rather than freezing in the
Jungle mud.

But seeing more migrants
turn up at Dover in small craft
reminds us that the war to
secure our borders is far from
over. Its clear that although

the Jungle camp has gone, we
now need to be more vigilant
than ever.

Last weekss incident
underlines the need to ensure
we scan our seas for people-
traffickers, protect our
borders and strengthen our
intelligence effort with
France.

Dover is both gateway and
guardian of the kingdom.
Making sure our border is
strong and that trade flows
through smoothly is vital. |
wanted to see first-hand how
this is working, so | recently
visited the border controls at
Dover.

| was really impressed to see
how Border Force officers

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Orders quietly work to bring
Christ into lives of deprived

THE REV
MICHAEL

HINTON

He drew up a rule for
brothers and sisters, but no
one actually joined him. In
1916 he was murdered, a
victim of local religious wars.
Seventeen years later a
religious order of sisters was
founded based on his Rule;
and twelve years later still an
order of brothers.

The witness of these orders
. the Little Sisters of the
Sacred Heart and the Little
Brothers of Jesus . is an

extraordinary one.

They do not preach, set up
hospitals or schools or seek to
evangelise directly. Instead
they live in twos and threes in
the poorest parts of the world,
sharing the poverty of their
neighbours and the exigencies
of their daily life, and offering
them friendship and love.

In all save their life of
prayer they are identified with
those around them. It is a very
special form of Christian
witness, and an incredibly
valuable one. It is not intended
to produce converts, but to
bring Christ into the heart of
the daily life of the deprived.

So Charles de Foucauld did

were able to smoke out a
smuggler who had stashed
thousands of illegal cigarettes
in a car. Our border officers do
vital work stopping dodgy
goods, drugs and guns from
being brought into Britain.

This was a great spot by the
officers. But it was also clear
to me that, going forward,
sharing information on crooks
and working together with the
intelligence services will
become ever more important
in keeping our border secure.

The only way to truly win
the war against the people-
traffickers is to make it
impossible to break in to
Britain. Keeping watch over
our seas this Christmas will
also save lives.

leave a legacy; but it is a
legacy which can only be fully
understood by those who
appreciate his single-minded
search for God. He believed
that the God-centred life, lived
in solitary devotion, had a
value irrespective of
measurable outcomes.

First things first; he
believed that it is only when a
life is totally given over to God
that it can produce the fruit of
faith, hope and love, and
engage in fruitful practical
service. We lesser souls cannot
aspire to his intensity of
devotion; but we can learn
from him how feeble our own
spirituality is, and strive to
intensify and deepen it.
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