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Why awful Jungle
camp mustn’t be
allowed to return
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Travel Offers

Land of the Northern Lights Cruise
Sailing from Tilbury on board Magellan, departing Oct 2017

15
£1149.00
days from

per person

CHARLIE
ELPHICKE

BOOK NOW

MP for Dover
and Deal

& SAVE UP TO

40%!*
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N Friday I went to
Calais. I wanted to
see for myself
whether the French
had kept their pledge to stop
the Jungle migrant camp from
retur ning.

Magellan cruises north along Norway’s
fjord- and island-dotted coastline, in
search of the Aurora Borealis, one of
Earth’s most awe-inspiring sights.

For years they had allowed
the camp to grow. By the
summer of 2016 it was home to
10,000 people, including
hundreds of children. And
lurking in the shadows were
criminal gangs preying on the
vulnerable.
As the Jungle grew, so did
the number of attacks on
tourists and truckers on the
approach road to the Port of
Calais. Ruthless people
traffickers, armed with
anything from chainsaws to
machetes, would launch
burning trees across the road.
They were putting people’s
lives at risk in reckless
attempts to stop traffic so
desperate migrants could
clamber on board Dover-bound
lorries.

Our price includes

SQUALID: Conditions in the Jungle camp for thousands of vulnerable migrants were appalling
hard battle yet we never gave
in. And in October last year
the French Government caved
in and work to clear the
Jungle finally began.

No matter how many walls
and fences were built, the
problem never went away. It
became clear the only way to
tackle this problem would be
to dismantle the camp for
good.

Britain took in hundreds of
cold and starving children,
meaning they had a roof over
their head and a warm bed at
Christmas. Vulnerable people
living in the camp were moved
to centres across France,
where they have sanitation
and running water in place of
the squalor of the Jungle.

So during the summer I
fought harder than ever to get
this done, working closely
with the Calais authorities
throughout. It was a long and

We also took action to tackle
the number of people reaching
our shores on small craft. Too
often we saw migrants land on
the beaches of Dover and Deal.

Who knows how many were
arriving undetected.
So security has been
stepped up along our shore
and the Jungle has been
cleared. Yet the migrant crisis
has not gone away. That’s why
I’ve been putting pressure on
the French to make sure they
stop any new camps from
forming – before the first tent
is pitched.
I was pleased to see on
Friday that what was once a
squalid camp of ramshackle
tents and makeshift shops is
now completely empty. It was
hard to believe that just a few
months ago, thousands of
people were living here in

awful conditions.
So far the French have
succeeded in keeping Calais
clear. Yet we must all remain
vigilant. The Jungle must
never be allowed to return.

My top priority is making
Brexit work for Dover and
Deal. We must start by
strengthening our borders and
working to make sure the
Calais Jungle is gone for good.

One candle can never banish
darkness, but a multitude can

T

Candles have a quality
which few other forms of
lighting possess. In part, this
quality lies in the gentle
mellow illumination which
they afford. In part it lies in
their fragility: they are so easy
to put out that we value their
light all the more. But I think
we value candlelight most of
all because it is so relatively
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feeble. It reaches out into the
dark and provides a little pool
of security; and that pool of
security means all the more to
us because we are well aware
of the shadows and of the
darkness which still lurk all
around us.
And that, if you come to
think of it, is an apt
description of the Word made
flesh. When God came into the
world as man, he did not come
in power but in weakness. We

cannot comprehend the
wonder of Jesus’ eventual
victory over the forces of evil
unless we appreciate that his
was a battle of the weak
against the strong, and that
weakness could win only
through the total defeat
represented by the cross. The
candle was blown out; and
then, and only then, the sun
rose.
If we think of the human
Jesus as a candle shining in
the darkness, we are better
able to appreciate what God’s
call to each of us means. In so
far as we are Christians, we
are candles; but we must not
expect that our personal
candle will drive the darkness
clean away. The best we can

hope for is that our small light
will not be put out. It will
shine on and enlighten both
ourselves and those
immediately around us. The
wider task of putting all
things right lies in the eternal
providence of God.
But there is also another
thing to be said. One candle
can never banish darkness,
but a multitude can. In the
same way, it is our fellowship
in the church which drives
evil to the outskirts of our
lives. Churchgoing is a picture
of this truth. By our coming
together we affirm the truth,
that it is in the common life in
the body of Christ that the
world’s darkness is robbed of
its power to press in on us.

*Book by 30 April 2017. Offer subject to availability & may be
withdrawn at any time. Price shown is the new reduced fare.

Jewels of the Rhine River Cruise
River Cruise on board Sound of Music, departing May, Sept 2017

9
£995.00

And in Dover we must
invest in building a modern
border – fit for Brexit Britain.
That means using state-of-theart technology, data sharing
and surveillance to tighten
security while keeping trade
free flowing.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

ODAY the Christian
church ends the 40
days of celebrating
Christmas with the
final feast of the season – the
Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. For many centuries
the festival has had an
association with candles;
indeed, it is often known as
Candlemas.

• The dramatic Vesterålen Islands
• A call in Alta brings opportunities to
discover the remote Finnmark region
• Remote Honningsvåg is close to
Europe’s northern most point
• Tromsø, home to Norway’s ‘Arctic
Cathedral’ and Polarmuseum
• Discover Viking capital Trondheim

• Clear nights bring chances to view
the stunning Aurora Borealis – the
fabled Northern Lights
• Call in Åndalsnes on
beautiful Romsdalfjord
• Historic Bergen, ‘Gateway to
the Fjords’
• Traditional British & International
cuisine, stylish entertainment, guest
lecturers & on-board leisure facilities
• 14 nights’ full board accommodation
on board Magellan

days from

per person

BUY ONE
GET ONE

HALF *
PRICE

Cruise from Amsterdam into the wide,
sweeping Rhine and on, via a short
passage into the pretty, meandering
Moselle, through the famous Rhine
Gorge, fairytale ‘Middle Rhine’ and the
Black Forest, to Basel.

Our price includes
• Embark in Amsterdam, the delightful
Dutch capital
• Discover magnificent Cologne’s
cobbled Altstadt
• Cruise to Moselle wine-town Cochem
• Beautiful Boppard, ‘Pearl of
the Rhine’
• Scenic cruise along the classic
UNESCO-listed Middle Rhine, passing
the legendary Lorelei, wine villages
and hill-top castles

• Call at Rüdesheim,
celebrated wine town
• Historic Mainz
• Call at Strasbourg, the
beautiful Alsace capital
• On-board entertainment and
English commentary
• Escorted by a friendly,
experienced cruise manager
• One nights hotel accommodation in
the Cologne area
• Seven nights’ full board
accommodation on board Sound
of Music
• Coach travel from the local area and
Channel crossings

*Book by 12 Feb 2017, quote promo code YGPXFF. Offer subject to
availability & may be withdrawn at any time.

Call us on 0330 160 7741 Quote ADS
Or visit us newmarketholidays.co.uk/ads
Calls are charged at a standard local rate. Operated by Newmarket Promotions/Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V787X/V7812, ATOL
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